
Beetlebank  by  Andrew Nottage

What I want to show you on my farm is a home which I have created.  Either side of us at the moment is a field of onions which are going to be harvested next month and in through the middle of it is a home which is called a Beetlebank.  A Beetlebank is a piece of land which we have planted with certain types of grass and what is does is creates the home for things like Brown Hares, Grey Partridges and Beetles.  
Now this grass, as you can see, is about 30cm tall so that is great for certain sorts of animals to hide in.  It is very dense as you can see.  Brown Hares, which are quite big animals, can crouch down and hide and then if they see any danger they can spring up and run away.
We are very lucky on this farm as we have a very rare bird called the Grey Partridge which is a really pretty bird.  When they are wet they like to have areas they can dry themselves which are slightly higher.  Now this Beetlebank is slightly raised from the land around it, from the surrounding fields.   So the Grey Partridge, on a wet dreary day, love coming in, sheltering and drying their wings.

I told you earlier on this was a Beetlebank so I had better tell you about beetles.  Now beetles are very important to us.  They help feed on creepy crawlies within the crops which can do the crops harm.  So the long grass is great for encouraging beetles.   If I was a beetle I would love this area; it is tall grass, it is thick at the base so it is giving me the ideal home.  Then when I wanted to, when I was feeling hungry, I could go out into the crop next door which could be onions or wheat and I could go and find a nice tasty snack for my tea.
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