Bug Hotel by Eliza Emmet
Why make homes for bugs?  Because bugs are really good; bugs provide food for hedgehogs and frogs and birds, they pollinate plants and we get more fruit and vegetables and they also eat bad bugs.  For example ladybirds eat aphids and by eating the bad bugs they help the farmers and help the gardeners.  Oh look there is a ladybird on the wood!

The whole bug hotel is layered just like a block of flats.  It is crammed full; it has bricks at the bottom and it has got tiles and pipes.  It has also got lumps of wood and there is rotten wood as well.  It has got mesh and it is crammed full with leaves and lovely green moss.  Every single space is stuffed full.

What we have been doing today is repairing some of the top.  The top has a layer of tiles to keep the rain off so we are just replacing some on the top.  That will stop the rain getting into the whole bug hotel.

Oh look what has just come around the corner – I’ll see if I can catch him - it is a frog.  I bet he has come around here for some bugs for his lunch.  I just caught him.  He is a lovely lime colour – isn’t he lovely?

One of the reasons I like the bug hotel so much is because it is so beneficial to everything around it including farmer and us and yet it is so simple to do; it is so easy build because all you need to do is recycle and reuse materials that are so easy to get.  I’m going to go home and make my own!

This is a resource developed by Green Shoots Productions for Let nature feed your senses, a BIG Lottery funded project linking nature food and farming through sensory-rich experiences.
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