
Feeding hens by Andrew Taylor

I am just feeding the free range hens.  This is a job that has to be done every morning of the year.  We get about 200 hens; free range hens.  They run totally free in the daytime.  They go in these six little huts at night so that the fox doesn’t eat them.
I’m just opening the door to let the hens out.  You can hear a dawn chorus.

The hens have to get to the hen feed quickly before all the wild birds do because they will sit here feeding.  

We have got 200 hens and at the moment they are laying about 100 eggs a day.  When the snow was on the ground a few weeks ago we went right down to 50 eggs a day.  And hopefully when we get some nice spring weather we will go up to near 150. 

Cold morning this morning, the water trough has frozen over.  So I put my foot through that, so, they have plenty of water for the day.  When the frost is hard we have to bring morning water out to make sure they have got water in front of them.   When it’s hard frost, routine work takes so much longer.  It’s a constant battle to keep water running for the cattle and sheep and poultry and keep food in front of them.
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