
Roots - Fertiliser Factories by Andrew Charlton
Come into this field with me because I want to show you something really amazing about roots.  There is so much life in the soil near to the roots of plants.  Now I am getting down into the soil with a fork and levering out a great big root of clover and there is a huge mass of very small white roots here.  Oh look there is a little millipede here living by the roots of the clover with a red shiny body and lots and lots of legs shooting off because unfortunately I’ve disturbed him.  And there is an earthworm that has been living very happily by the root.  It is a lovely colour, sort of a mixture of purple and grey.  He is a little bit cold as he is not wriggling too much – he is beginning to now as he has got the warmth from my hand.  I’m just going to pop him back in the soil and he can go back to doing more feeding.
Now if we look at the roots in the soil, we’ve seen some of the animals that you can see but there are millions and millions that you can’t see.  On this root of clover that I’ve just dug up here, if we look at the roots more closely, they are very, very fine and delicate but here we can suddenly start to notice there are lots and lots of tiny white bumps on the roots.  Each one of those swellings on the root, although it is really tiny, is a fertiliser factory.  It has millions of bacteria living in there working away, working for us helping to produce good crops.

And now I’m very carefully going to pop the plant back into the soil, just push some of the loose soil around it to firm it, and we will leave that plant to grow again and do all the good things that I have been talking about.
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