Sheepdog by Roly Puzey

Hello. I’m Roly and I am a Sheep Farmer in Oxfordshire.  We have 250 breeding sheep and we produce all of our lambs for sale at local farmers markets.  I love going to the farmers markets and meeting all our customers and hearing how delicious our lamb is.  But, one of my favourite times of the day is getting back from the market; unloading; taking off my market clothes and putting on my farm overalls; going to the dog kennel and getting out the most important tool that I have on my farm and that’s my best friend Belle.  Belle’s a sheepdog and let me introduce you to Belle.  Come here Belle, good girl.  Belle’s tri coloured.  She is brown and a wonderful white stripe that goes directly down the centre of her face and she’s black as well.  Belle’s only 2 years old. 
Both belle and I are new to sheep farming, so we are both learning the ropes.  But I would be completely lost without Belle.  

Now I am going to let Belle out of the back of the truck now and take her over to the sheep and send her round.  But before I do, I’m going to just give her a stroke because Belle loves to be touched and cared for.  She’s a very sensitive dog.  “Come on then Belle, good girl.  Come here.”  Roly then whistles, and then say’s “Good girl, good girl. Right Belle we are going to go over there to that group of 94 lambs.  Send you round and bring them over and make sure they are all fit and healthy.  Come on Belle.” Then Roly whistles again.  “Good girl.”

Now Belle loves to be stroked and she loves you to put your hand around her face and just stroke her down her back.  She’s very soft and she’s got a wonderful dog smell; a smell of the countryside. Roly then smells. “Good girl, come on then Belle.  Come on Belle, come over here.  Away.  Good girl, walk on.  Walk on.  Bring them on Belle.” 
Now she’s just going from left to right and just getting the sheep to move as a group, as a flock together, towards me.  It’s an instinct that she has to move from side to side.  “Come by, come by”.  She’s just bringing the sheep towards me now which is ideal.  Good girl.  It is really important that I have a good look at all the lambs to make sure that they’re looking healthy and happy.  Steady, steady.  Lie.  Lie.  Lie down; lie down; lie down.  Good girl.  Now she’s brought the sheep right up close to us now and we are having a good look around them.  

One of the most amazing things about Belle is her eyes.  They are such strong eyes and she’s watching the sheep.  The power that she has with those eyes to hold the sheep where she wants them.  She doesn’t touch the sheep, she’s just using her eyes to move the sheep and hold the sheep where she wants them.  Good girl Belle.  That will do.  Come over here.  Good Belle.  Good girl.  And then once we checked the sheep and she’s finished working, I’ll tell her “That’ll do” and she’ll always comes back to my side and it is always important just to touch her and congratulate her for working so hard. Good girl Belle that’ll do.  Without Belle I would be lost.  My jobs would take me 10 times as long.  But, above all, I would probably be quite lonely as well.  Belle is my companion and my friend as well as a tool.”  Roly now talks to Belle and says “Well done.  Let’s go and see the next lot of sheep.”
