Tractors by  Matthew Naylor

Every farmer has a favourite tool on their farm and this is mine: it’s my tractor.  It’s green and yellow.  That’s a John Deer.  Let’s have a look in the cab.  Come in the cab with me and we’ll close the door.

I love to get in the tractor; just me and my dog.  Matthew speaks to his dog.  “Good boy.”
Tractors nowadays are very big, so I am sitting as high up as a lorry driver and when I’m here I can see all the way across the field and I am only a very short person.  But when I’m in my tractor I feel like a giant.

Tractors nowadays are a lot smarter than they were years ago.  There’s air conditioning to keep me cool on a hot day, there’s a heater to keep me warm on a cold day.  I’ve got a box here to keep my cold drink in.  I’ve got a CD player and there’s a stack of CD’s there.  It’s got a computer on this side.  It’s like being in a plane rather than a tractor.

Tractors can have lots of different things attached to them, to do all sorts of different jobs.  Today we’ve got a Power Harrow on there and that’s for chopping up the land to make it nice and fine to put seeds in.  But some days I’ll have a plough on the back, or probably a trailer for moving potatoes around the farm.
I’ve been a farmer for twenty years and when I started tractors used to be very noisy and draftee and were very difficult to drive.  But nowadays they’re very easy.  The steering is very light, the seats are very comfortable. This seat has got a button with a heater in it, so you can warm it up on a cold day.   And nowadays anybody can drive a tractor, whether you’re young or old or a boy or a girl.  It doesn’t matter they’re a, they’re a great tool.

If you listen there, you can hear a very old tractor which has pulled up alongside us.   That’s an old International which was made in 1962 and my Dad learnt to drive on that. But it’s still going now, even 50 years later.  But this tractor that we are sitting on here is brand new.

Some days when you’ve got a lot of work to do you can be sat on the tractor for a long time on your own, but this tractor has got a passenger seat so you can take a friend with you.  And I always keep my dog with me to keep me company and he’s got a squeaky chicken with him. Matthew talks to his dog. “There you go Worchester.  Good boy.”

Modern tractors are very powerful.  When my Granddad started farming he used to plough with a horse, but this tractor has got 160 horse power, which means that it can pull as much as hundred and sixty horses.  Have a listen…..  (Sound of engine starting and beeping noise).  There are lots of buzzers and beeping things to warm me what’s happening with the engine and on the computer it tells me all sorts of different things about how’s the tractors performing.  How much diesel it’s using; how warm the engine is.  I’ve got two different levers here that I can use to make the engine go faster.  One on my foot (background noise of a revving engine) there, and one with my hand here, (again revving of engine in background.)  And I can feel the power trembling back through those levers and it’s quite an exciting feeling!
There’s only one thing I do not like about this tractor and that’s the horn.  It sounds like it’s from a child’s toy (horn being honked in background).  It doesn’t sound very manly does it?  But anyway it’s still my favourite tool on the farm.


